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Chairman’s Notes 
 

The National Park‟s latest draft Core 
Strategy still potentially threatens to 
damage Brockenhurst. See page three 
for a separate report. Meanwhile at their 
October meeting Councillors decided to 
look into the possibility of contributing 
from the Parish Council budget to the 
provision of a Police Community Support 
Officer dedicated exclusively to work in 
the Brockenhurst area. The cost would be 
shared with Brockenhurst College and 
would work out at about 2p per week per 
taxpayer. This could be met within the 
current budget plans and would not lead 
to an increase in the precept, which is 
being held at the same level for 2010/11. 
The post would be ring-fenced for at least 
an initial trial period of two years. In 
return, the residents of Brockenhurst, and 
the College, would have a full-time 
uniformed police presence in the village. 
He or she (ie, the same person week in 
and week out) would be tasked by 
Neighbourhood Action Panels to pursue 
our priorities. These panels would include 
local groups such as Neighbourhood 
Watch as well as the Parish Council and 
College. Amongst the priorities that we 
envisage the PCSO tackling would be 
speeding and littering. Additionally the 
PCSO, guided by the Action Panels, 
would be the “gateway” to other services 
and thus able to help tackle problems 
such as parking which are not directly 
police matters. Much of the time the 
PCSO would be a visible presence in the 
village on foot or on a bicycle. He/she 
would be on the spot to respond quickly 
to any reported problem and to call in 
support if needed. A detailed agreement 
will be put to the January Council meeting 
for discussion and approval. 
 
November saw a well-prepared and 
focused meeting to discuss Highway 
Management issues. There will be an 
extension of the footpath all the way 
along Brookley Road from Fibbards Road 
to Grigg Lane with a build-out and 
crossing point at the Brock and Bruin. 
Traffic calming measures are likely along  
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the Burley Road. The traffic lights at the 
Sway Road railway bridge seem to have 
had a beneficial effect on traffic speed 
along this route into the village. This effect 
will be studied to see if it persists and if 
there are lessons for a permanent means 
of slowing traffic here. Broken pavements 
and potholes will be identified and 
repaired. 
 
This issue reports a number of other 
significant developments in a busy 
autumn. In addition to the discussions with 
the National Park  Authority about their 
draft plans, we have a meeting set up to 
discuss cycle routes with all the relevant 
authorities. We have written to express our 
concern about possible changes to the 
Fire Service and its dedicated team in 
Brockenhurst. Consultations have been 
held with some of the most likely users of 
playground equipment to see what they 
would prefer in the forthcoming 
refurbishment of the Highwood Road 
playground. BT have offered us the option 
to adopt and maintain two traditional red 
phone boxes which are to be taken out of 
service. And finally, plans are in place for a 
big event on Saturday 22nd May 2010 to 
mark the running of the last slam door 
trains on the country‟s main line network, 
on the Brockenhurst to Lymington line. 
Hundreds and possibly  thousands of 
visitors are expected. See page four for a 
report. 
 
Our Admin Assistant Rose Tams, who has 
been instrumental in producing the Village 
Directory for the past three years, and who 
has also provided back-up in the Parish 
Council Office has taken a job nearer to 
her home and family and has therefore 
resigned. We shall really miss her 
contribution and wish her well. In Rose‟s 
place we welcome Mrs. Marie Walker who 
will start work in the New Year. She lives in 
Tiptoe and brings lots of relevant 
experience to the job. 
 

Best wishes for 2010! 

 

Thorold Masefield 

Parish Council meetings 

are held every third 

Tuesday of the month, 

except August, in the 

Village Hall at 7 pm.  

Time is allowed for the 

public to raise any 

concerns and ask 

quest ions  at  the 

beginning of the meeting. 
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At their November meeting 

C o u n c i l l o r s  v o t e d 

unanimously to maintain 

the precept for 2010/11 at 

the same level as that set 

for the current financial 

year, ie, £58445. We believe 

that foreseen and planned 

expenditure can be met 

from within this sum and 

there will be no need to cut 

back on core commitments. 

With a likely small rise in 

the number of Brockenhurst 

households paying Council 

T a x  f o l l o w i n g  t h e 

developments of recent 

years individual bills may be 

marginally reduced in the 

element contributed to meet 

Parish costs.  

Electoral Roll of the parish are 
eligible to be nominated and to 

vote. Directors are elected for a 
three year period and retire by 
rotation. Nominations duly 
proposed, seconded and signed 
by the nominee as accepting, 
must be received by the 
Company Secretary by 31st 
March 2010. Please contact the 
office for nomination forms.  
 
Seasonsô Greetings  
The Team at the Village Hall 

takes this opportunity to wish 
everyone Seasons Greetings and 
a Happy and Prosperous New 
Year. We send a hearty thank you 
to all our users and supporters, 
with special thanks to those who 
have kindly made donations 
through the year. We are of 
course a charity and your support 
is important to us.  
We are working hard on our 
programme of events for 2010 

including bringing you some more 
of the excellent standard stage 
productions we have had this 
year.  

7pm for 7.30pm Tickets £5  at 
Bestsellers,£5.50 on the door, or 

Annette on 01590 624114.  
  
Table Top Sales  
Three Table Top Sales are planned -  
January 17, February 14 and March 
14, from 10am -  12.30pm. If you 
would like to book a table, for £6, 
please phone 622580.  
  
Brock Bags  
Thank you to everyone who has 
bought a Brock Bag. There are very 

few left now -  but Streets, Nisa and 
Setley Vineyard will still be selling 
them. All the profits from the sale of 
these bags has paid for a "tab 
curtain", to complete the red stage 
curtains in the Village Hall, and a 
thick, draught -proof curtain at the 
back of the stage.  
 
Election to Village Trust Board  
At the Annual Parish Meeting on 
Tuesday 27th April an election will 

take place to elect two Director/
Trustees to the board of the 
Brockenhurst Village Trust Ltd. All 
those who are registered on the 

TALKS -  Village Buildings with a 
Story  

John Purkess invites you to join him 
at the Village Hall for a series of 
illustrated talks linking some of 
todayôs buildings to the history of the 
village. These will be on Thursday 
afternoons, January 14 th , February 
11 th , and March 11 th , starting 
2.30pm.  The first building to be 
looked at during the series is 
óThatchby Oakô, the result of a 
shortage of bricks after 1918. 
Admission is £5 per talk including tea 

and biscuits. All proceeds will go to 
improve the Village Hall.   
 
BROCKENHURST CINEMA  
Friday January 22 nd  -  Julie and Julia 
(12A).  
Two parallel stories about two 
women. One a celebrity cook ( Meryl 
Streep ï wonderful). One a bored 
housewife (Amy Adams from Mrs. 
Pettigrew) who never meet but their 
destinies inter -act through a cookery 

book. Men as well as women have 
loved this funny film.  
February 12 th -  Bright Star (PG)  
March 12 th -  An Education (12A)  

Community First, New Forest 
would like to say a really big 
THANK YOU to voluntary 
o r ga n i sa t i o ns  an d  th e i r 
volunteers in a formal yet friendly 
way for the wonderful work they 
all do. We are encouraging all 
v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s 
throughout the New Forest to 
nominate themselves and up to 5 
of their committed Volunteers 
who they feel should receive a 
certificate and represent them.  
Community First New Forest 
Volunteer Centre has now 
started preparations for evening 
event to be held on May 11th 
2010,   and would encourage 
YOU to contact us for a 
nomination pack. This high profile 
event is an ideal opportunity to 
recognise and reward the 
volunteers who work tirelessly in 
our community. Please contact 
Hazel at 01425 482773, or email 
vol.bureau@cfnf.org.uk. 

Brockenhurst Village Hall 

We have in our Churchyard the grave of 
a distinguished soldier of the 19th 
century, Lt. Col. Charles Berkeley 
Pigott. He took part in many African 
campaigns, from the Zulu War in 1879 
to the Ashanti Expedition of 1896, 
eventually succumbing to illness 
contracted on the West Coast of Africa. 
The white marble memorial was erected 
by his fellow officers and it was restored 
in the autumn with the aid of grants from 
the family and the  RBL. 
 
Col. Berkeley Pigott also has an 
elaborate memorial in Winchester 
Cathedral. 
 
A Service of Re-Dedication of the 
memorial is to be held on Friday 29th 
January at 2pm with a representative of 
the Regiment present. We would like to 
invite members of the public to attend 
the service at the graveside. Please be 
aware that in the immediate area of the 
grave the ground is quite uneven but it 
is close to one of the grass paths. 

Precept for 2010/11  Berkeley Pigott  

Grave Restoration  



 

unsuitable elsewhere throughout the 
National Park. 
We contend that there should be no 
singling out of particular villages or 
settlements, and thus far the NPA 
have been unable to provide us with 
any coherent reasons for their wish to 
do so. 
Also, there are important changes 
proposed to the designation of some 
areas that we believe hold the 
potential to enable inappropriate and 
excessive development to take place 
in Brockenhurst.   
When the Parish planning committee 
considers planning and development 
applications at our regular monthly 
meetings, we are guided in part by a 
number of existing regulations as to 
what may or may not take place 
within various areas of the village and 
surrounding areas; the Brockenhurst 
Conservation Area is a good 
example. 
Additionally, there are the „Areas of 
Special Character‟. These are 
distinctive in being mostly large, well 

The Parish Council planning 
committee are deeply concerned at 
some of the proposals contained 
within the „Core Strategy‟ document 
of the revised New Forest National 
Park Management Plan which was 
accepted in principle at a meeting of 
the National Park Authority held on 
10th December.  
This was despite a strong 
representation from the Parish 
Council to reconsider a number of 
aspects of the plan which we felt will 
be detrimental to our village and 
quality of life.   
In part icular ,  we are st i l l 
unconvinced of any possible 
benefits that the concept of „Defined 
Villages‟ (previously referred to as 
„Service Villages‟) will bring to 
Brockenhurst, Lyndhurst, Ashurst, 
and Sway. The name change 
appears to be purely cosmetic and 
we are worried that in practice it 
would result in Brockenhurst being 
regarded as a dumping ground for 
building development deemed as 

The Staff at Brockenhurst Station have won an award as the Best 

Medium Sized Station in the National Rail Awards. They were 

presented with their prize by John Humphries. The Chairman and 

Clerk of the Council went to congratulate them on their success.  

Road Safety  
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established plots of land containing 
single dwellings, and they contribute 
g r e a t l y  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e 
spaciousness and rural „feel‟ of the 
village. 
Worryingly, the NPA Core Strategy 
Document seeks to remove the 
„Special Character‟ designation from 
these areas, instead grouping them in 
with the entire „Defined Village‟ 
concept. 
The NPA have sought to give 
assurances that these areas will still 
be protected, but we find this difficult 
to accept when the new „Defined 
Village‟ designation, which includes 
these areas, allows for a density of up 
to 30 dwellings per hectare. 
The National Park Authority have 
demonstrated that they can listen to 
public opinion if it is expressed 
forcefully enough, but they do need to 
be made aware of your concerns 
Parish Council planning meetings are 
open to the public and are generally 
held on the last Tuesday of every 
month at the Parish Council offices.  

Planning UpDaTe  

Brockenhurst Station Award Winners 

Hampshire Road Safety Team have 
recently presented information on road 
casualties in the County. Whilst 
casualties have steadily been 
decreasing year on year and 
improvements have exceeded target 
levels, the road safety team urge us not 
to be complacent since there were still 
4163 casualties in Hampshire in 2008 of 
which 46 were fatal. 
There are some categories which are 
being specially targeted. 
Accidents involving children were 
particularly worrying. Apart from 
Basingstoke, the New Forest was the 
next highest area for child casualties. It 
was somewhat surprising that 
pedestrian or cycle accidents did not 
dominate the figures, in fact half were 
children in cars. Incorrect fitting of child 
seats and failure to strap the chid in 
properly are a major concern, so we are 
all urged to check that children are 
properly strapped in when we carry them 
in the car. 
Anyone requiring advice about car seats 
or checking their fitting can obtain this 
from the Hampshire Road Safety Team 
www.hants.gov.uk/roadsafety and then 
selecting children‟s safety – child car 
seats or telephoning 01962 846100. 



We are very grateful to the 
volunteers who deliver this 
newsletter for us. We would 
like to offer them our 
genuine thanks for the job 
they do. It would cost a 
large amount of money to 
post this newsletter out to 
all the houses in the parish 
if we did not have this army 
of generous volunteers. We 
do however need more 
people to help with the 
deliveries, particularly in 
Greenways Road and 
Sway Road. Please contact 
the Parish Clerk if you can 
help. 

 

Our PCSO Sean Owens thought it 

would be helpful to hold a Police 

Surgery in the evening so that those 

working in the day can come to talk to 

him, but the recent evening surgery 

was poorly attended. Please let us 

know if there is a time you would 

prefer so that we can consider holding 

one then. 
PCSO Sean Owens and Insp. 

McGonigle will attend the January 

Parish Council meeting on 15th and 

will be available for separate 

discussions with anyone who has an 

issue to raise. The next surgery will 

be on Tuesday 2nd March at 2.30 pm 

at the Parish Council office. These are 

your opportunities to talk directly to 

the local Police Service so please take 

advantage of them.  
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Football Ground 10.30 am - 
12.30 pm Fridays 
 
Jan 8 22           Feb 5 19  
Mar 5 19          Apr BH 16  
May 14 28        Jun 11 25  
Jul 9 23            Aug 6 20  
Sep 3 17          Oct 1 15 29  
Nov 12 26        Dec 10 
 
Highwood Road 10 am -  
11.20 am Wednesdays 
 
Jan 6 20            Feb 3 17  
Mar 3 17           Apr 14 28  
May 12 26        Jun 9 23  
Jul 7 21            Aug 4 18  
Sept 1 15 29    Oct 13 27  
Nov 12 24        Dec 8 22   

BROCKENHURST PARISH 

COUNCIL 

Contact:   

 

MARY PATTISON 

Parish Clerk 

 

The Parish Council Office 

Highwood Road 

Brockenhurst SO42 7RY. 

 

Phone: (01590)  622829 

 

Email:   

pc@brockpc.freeserve.co.uk 

 

Website: 

www.brockenhurst.gov.uk 

 

Your Parish Council Office is 

open Tuesday and Wednesday 

mornings, 10 am - 12 noon. 

Other times by appointment. 

Police 

 Surgeries 

Mobile Library  

Timetable  
and Stops  

Newsletter  
Deliverers 

Ditches 

Householders often don‟t 
realise that it is their 
responsibility to keep the 
ditches bounding their 
property clear so that the 
rainwater can run off to the 
rivers instead of flooding. 
In this wet autumn it is of 
paramount importance that 
ditches and watercourses 
are kept clear. Some 
ditches have been filled in 
and sheds built on top of 
them which causes the 
water to back up. If this has 
happened at your property 
please ensure that a 
LARGE pipe is installed 
under the shed to let the 
water escape. 

All Change for the 
Slam Door Trains 

A major event, to be called “All 
Change”, is being held next 
May over the weekend of 
22nd/23rd to commemorate the 
last running of slam door trains 
on the mainline network in 
Britain, on our branch line to 
Lymington. 
Quite a large turnout is 
expected to mark this event. 
There will be attractions and 
stalls organised by the 
Community Rail Partnership 
and we hope to have a large 
Italian Market present too. If 
you would like to have a stall at 
the event please contact the 
Parish Clerk to register your 
interest. Stalls can be either 
commercial, or charity based 
fund-raisers. The more the 
merrier - First Come, First 
Served! 

Chairmen of Parish Council Committees 
Amenities: Harry Oram - Planning: Gordon Taylor - Personnel & Resources: John Wingham 


